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Jie Oft Reverend Father in Gop, We greet you well. Having oftentimes 
WARS with great grief obſerved, Thar many of Our Loyal Subjects, who formerly rook up 


Rebellion, which at laſt overturned this Monarchy, and Church, or who after- 


Yay ward, when We were driven hence, followed Us into Foreign Countreys, are now 


by Old Age, and Wounds, or other Accidents befalling them in that Service, and 
W:SD. diſabling them for all other, reduced to fo extream Poverty, that ſome of them 

have been forced to beg their bread ; And farther, foreſeeing, that in Our Guards, 
and ſtanding Garriſons, and other Our Forces neceſſary to be kept on Foot for the 


Safety of Our Royal Perſon, and Government, there will be many from time to time, who by reaſon of 


Age or Sickneſs, or other diſabilities, will become unfit to be continued in Our Service and Pa 
ſo+ unavoidably fall under the ſame miſerable circumſtances with the former : 


y, and 


We therefore out of. a tender and deep Compaſſion of the ſad and deplorable Condition of ſo many 
) to remove this alſo, among other 


Loyal and brave Men, and being deſirous ( as much as in Us lies 


diſcouragements, which elſe may hinder even Men of Courage, from entring into this kind of Service to 
the Crown ; have after mature Conſideration of the beſt Means and Methods of attaining ſo good an 
end, Reſolved to Found and Ere&t at Chelſey -(-in a Place very proper for ſuch a Deſign ) a Perpetual 
Hoſpital, in which more then Four hundred Aged, or otherwiſe-Diſabled Souldiers may at preſent, (and 
ſo ſucceſſively the like Number for ever ) be Lodged and Supplied with the neceſſary Supports of Life, 
ſuitable ro their reſpe&tive Conditions : In the beginning, and carrying on of which ſo Pious, and Cha- 
ricable a Work, We have of Our own Royal Bounty already expended great Sums of Money, as by the Fa- 
brick to that purpole in great part Erected appears. But now being ſenſible, that the compleat Finiſhing 
of ſo Chargeablea Building, and much more the Perpetual Endowment thereof forthe conſtant Maintenance 
of ſomany Aged, and Infirm Perſons, will require a greater Expence, than Our particular Bounty ( as 
Our Aﬀairs now ſtand ) can well extend to ; We have thought fit to call in the Aid, and Aſſiſtance, of all 
Our Charitable and well-diſpoſed Subje&ts of Eſtate and Quality, and particularly of thoſe of the Clergy, 
who are ſuch : And do therefore hereby Will, and Require you, that you forthwith ſend your Circular 
Letters, to all the Biſhops of your Province, earneſtly inciting them both by their own Example (if they 
be men of plentiful Eſtates) and ( however ) by ſuch Arguments of Perſwaſion, wherewith ſo great, and 
{o good a Caule will abundantly furniſh them ; to deal eftectually with all Our good Subjects, within cheir 
reſpective Dioceſes, who are Maſters of conſiderable Eſtates, exhorting them to contribute liberally to ſo 
good a Delign, tending ſo manifeſtly to the glory of Almighty God, and the Service of their King and 
Countrey. And We do hereby aſſure both you, and them all, that whatſoever hath been, or ſhall be done, 
in compliance with this Our Royal Command, and Our fo juſt ExpeRations, ſhall be by Us moſt Graci- 
ouſly accepted, as a particular Evidence of their good afte&tion towards Us, and of their Zeal for Our Ser- 
vice. And lo Webid you very heartily farewell. Given at Our Court at Whitehall the Fourteenth day of 
Nowember 1684. In the Thirty {1xth year of Our Reign. 
To the Moſt Reverend Father m God, WILLIAM 
Lord Arch-biſhop of CANTERBURY, 
Primate of all E NGL AN D, and Metropolitan. 


By His Majeſties Command, 


 SUNDERLAND. 


Arms for Us, and Our Royal Father of bleſſed memory, to reſiſt that Torrent of 


